
My name is Judy Holtz and I have been attending Saint Joseph Parish for over 35 years. This is my fifth
year as a Columbiette, and I will be beginning my second year as President.

In 1939, Monsignor J. Francis McIntyre, at that time Chaplain of the New York Chapter Knights of
Columbus, conceived the idea of a women’s organization to work with the Knights of Columbus. The New
York Chapter Knights formulated a plan for such an organization. Their plan called for the establishment
of Auxiliaries in each Council. In 1939, the first Columbiettes were instituted in New York City. Our
patronesses are our Blessed Mother, Saint Therese The Little Flower and Saint Joan of Arc. Saint Joseph
Parish Columbiettes were instituted in 2005.

The Columbiette Ministry is a group of faith-based women who
have chosen to join with a commitment to serve our Parish needs.
We work closely with our Columbian family, the Knights whom we
share the intent to join forces and give back to our Parish of Saint
Joseph, its needs, and the needs of our local community. We assist
the Parish in any way we can through monetary assistance and
service. Following are some of our activities: 

We organize and sponsor the annual Christmas Fest, our main   

We assist with the annual Advent and Lenten community penance services held at Saint Joseph
Parish. 
We provide scholarships for seminarians. 
We provided the strips of paper and time to assemble the prayer chain. 
We collect backpacks and school supplies for children in need within the Diocese. 
Our shoe box ministry provided items for Bethesda Mission Men’s Shelter.
We sponsored the Silence of Mary collection. 

       fundraiser each year. 
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After many years of working second shift, I finally had the
opportunity to work first shift hours. This gave me the
opportunity to become involved with Parish activities. At the
encouragement of a Sister Columbiette and seeing how this
organization contributes to the Parish, I decided to join the
Columbiettes. Being a Columbiette has been a wonderful
experience. I have made new and special friends and have
met wonderful women from other Auxiliaries. These women
have helped me to grow in my spiritual development.

In conjunction with the Knights, we provide a monthly luncheon to the women at Lourdeshouse, a
service of Catholic Charities. 
We contribute funds to other Parish ministries, such as the Lenten Supper and Speaker series,
Vacation Bible School and for the purchase of the annual Matthew Kelly book given to the
parishioners at Christmas.
We also had a cookbook published for the 70th Anniversary of Saint Joseph Parish. They are still
available!

Because of this, I have become involved in other ministries at the Parish. I am an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion, a member of the Arimatheans, and Livestream ministry. 

The Columbiettes meet the Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM in Brindle Hall. If you would
like more information or would like an application, you can reach me at holtzjudith@gmail.com


