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The Supreme Court Decision Dobbs v Jackson Woman’s Health
Organization: A brief overview from Father Roth
The ruling is in 2 parts, the first telling why they are overturning Roe and the
second telling why they are overturning Casey.
When looking at Roe, the document comes right out and states that its primary
finding is that abortion is not a right conferred in the Constitution, and that the
“authority to regulate abortion is returned to the people.” As they expand upon
this statement, they go through the amendments and other protected liberties
to show that they do not prohibit abortion being given back to the elected
representatives.

They then go on to address precedent, one of the biggest arguments for keeping Roe. Here they pointed
out that Roe is not the first supreme court decision to be overturned. The case they use as their
example is Plessy, which kept segregation legal, and was overturned by the supreme court case Brown v
Board. And they praise the court for being willing to overturn Plessy and not just standing on precedent.
The Dobbs decision has a lot of issues with Casey, but in short, they found all its arguments unsafe or
unusable to be held as a part of law. First, in answer to “undue burden” (meaning it would be too hard to
overturn Roe, so it was better to just let it stand) Dobbs points out that this rule has been unworkable in
the courts since its statement in Casey. Second, Casey did not want to seem political, but Dobbs points
out that the best way to do this is to give the law-making ability on controversial issues to the legislative
branch. They finish by pointing out that Casey’s logic would have led to Plessy being upheld.
Their conclusion: “Abortion presents a profound moral question. The Constitution does not prohibit the
citizens of each State from regulating or prohibiting abortion. Roe and Casey arrogated that authority.
The Court overrules those decision and returns that authority to the people and their elected
representatives.”
My Take-Away From Reading the Decision
When it comes to abortion, it has not become illegal, but has been given back to the people and their
elected officials to decide its legality. With no federal law being passed since Roe was decided, the
decision falls on the state legislatures. We have not won the fight against abortion. Instead, now we have
the legal means to fight for the life of the child in the womb, and in PA we have a lot of work to do.
The good news is we do have the groundwork done. PA has an impressive number of pregnancy support
centers; about 156 centers exist. Morning Star, for example, is set up to support mothers and fathers
from their child’s conception well into their early life. So, now we need to double our efforts to educate
people about the damage of abortion and the sanctity of human life, as well as increase our support of
programs that help mothers and fathers at all points of their child’s life. Along with being politically active
these two things will allow us to work towards getting laws passed here in PA to protect all human life
from conception to natural death.
We are a pro-life church, which means we have to act like it in how we treat people in our day-to-day life,
especially parents, the elderly, the poor, the sick, the imprisoned, the refugee and immigrant, and those
who have been marginalized by society.
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