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Ministry Highlight:  Marriage Mentoring
We are John and Betti Leonard, coordinators of Saint Joseph Marriage
Mentoring Ministry for the past 12 years, although we have been
mentors since 2000.  We became active in this ministry because we
wanted to do something in the parish that we felt was meaningful to
us and that we could do together.  We believe every marriage should
be built upon a strong foundation. This ministry gives engaged
couples  the  opportunity  to explore various aspects of marriage  with

an experienced couple, trained to facilitate meaningful discussions.  One common theme we frequently
see is that our couples often are so busy, that their church attendance is sporadic.  We share how they
can strengthen their own relationship through a renewed one with God, through prayer and participation
in Mass, often offering to meet them at Mass.  

What do we get out of this ministry?  So very much!  After 51 years of marriage, we are still discovering
things about our own relationship and each other. We feel we are helping couples by sharing our
experiences and listening to their concerns.  We laugh with them, sometimes we cry with them.  We
share meals and ideas and so much more.  It is rewarding to see our couples in later years as they bring
their children to Mass or stop us in the grocery store to tell us how they are doing.  We have formed
lasting relationships with several of our couples and consider them as friends. 

One of these couples, married ten years now, recently said, “I was initially intimidated at the thought of
meeting and opening up to a mentor couple, but within minutes I felt completely at ease! Their support,
kindness, and Christian example was such a comforting and inspiring experience. To see a Catholic
couple who has walked our steps and navigated life's challenges with grace and faith. We have continued
to stay in touch with our mentor couple even to this day, to lean on them in our journey as Catholic
parents and individuals on a spiritual journey. What a blessing to find this connection in the Marriage
Preparation Program!”

Sound interesting? Other mentor couples say: “Becoming a mentor couple is a wonderful experience and
has given us the opportunity to grow in our own marriage as we guide engaged couples through
marriage preparation. Based on their responses we can make the program relevant and realistic for each
couple we work with. The relationships we develop with these young people, as we share our lives with
them, have renewed our faith in Christian marriage and given us hope for the future of the Church.” 
 Another relates, “Our own marriage has grown as a result of being in this ministry. You don’t have to
have a perfect marriage, but if you are relatively happy, there is NEED for you in this ministry.” 

Happily, the number of new marriages in our parish has been increasing, and we need new mentor
couples.  Mentor training is provided through the diocese.  Once trained, we will meet with you to answer
questions and get you started. The time commitment varies but involves an initial meeting where the
engaged couple answers a computer-based questionnaire. On subsequent meetings their responses
serve as the springboard for conversation. Each mentor couple usually works with only one or two
engaged couples per year. If you are interested in learning more you can reach us at 717-697-6188,
bettijohn@verizon.net or flag us down when you see us at church.  

There are couples out there who need you so they can have the support to start their marriages with a
good foundation. They will benefit from their experience with you, but we can guarantee that you will
benefit as well!


