
Q.  Why Does the Catholic Church Not allow Gay Marriage?
A.  Though not the only reason, the primary reason has to deal with the ends of
marriage or the purpose of marriage, specifically that the nature and the
crowning glory of marriage are procreation (Catecheism of the Catholic Church,
paragraph 1652).  A couple, when entering into marriage, has to want and have
the biology to procreate.  Just an aside:  infertility does not invalidate a marriage
since it is reasonable to believe that natural cycles, science, or God can
intervene. But when it comes to a homosexual relationship there is no
reasonable way for the two persons to procreate. 
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For the Catholic faith, marriage is more than the important question “do you love the person?”  Our
Church's teaching stems from the bible, where we see that marriage comes from God making us male
and female in his likeness, and giving us the commandment to be fruitful.  Marriage is given to us by God
to fulfill that commandment, and to show God’s unending, total creative love for us.  And in my opinion,
we should feel confident that we have the correct understanding of marriage, especially when we see
how divorce rates drop for couples who attend Mass on Sunday.

Q.  Does the Catholic Church Treat People with Same-Sex Attraction differently?
A.  The simple answer is no. Something I truly appreciate about the Catholic Church is that it gives
everyone the same high bar to reach, and then gives us the grace and sacraments to do our best to
reach it.  We live out this "universal call to holiness" in one of four vocations:  marriage, the priesthood,
religious life, and single life.  To Catholics, saying to a person they cannot be married is not uncommon.  I
fall under that rule.  But if you’re not Catholic, and you think the only calling a person can have is
marriage, then it can appear mean... as if we are leaving a whole group of people with nothing.  But that 
 isn’t true.  It is true, though, that no matter what your orientation, if you are not married you are called
to live chastely. 

Sometimes the calling we want is not the calling we have. Though I have only been a priest for four years
I have already had to deny a couple marriage because one of the persons had absolutely no desire for
children and it was for a completely understandable reason. There is nothing requiring a person to want
to raise children, but if that is how the person feels, our Church teaches that they can seek to change
their perspective through psychiatric and spiritual counseling, or they can accept that they have one of
the other callings. This same logic carries over to people with same-sex attraction.  Through no fault of
their own, their calling isn’t marriage.

Q.  How do we approach complications that arise due to friends and family who identify as a
part of the LGBTQ+ community?
A.  This is somehow the easiest and hardest question to answer. We treat someone in that situation as in
any situation with love, recognizing that they are made in the image of God.  But the hard part is figuring
out what that looks like. First and foremost, don’t be afraid of being honest.  The vast majority of
conversations aren’t going to be about the Catholic stance on LGBTQ+ issues, but when they arise you
can be honest. Just reassure them that your difference in understanding doesn’t stop you from seeing
them as your friend or close family member. Maybe there will be some hate or animosity thrown your
way, but it will just have to be something you bear.  It is important to remember that you may be their
only link to the faith, so try to be whatever bridge you can be, while still not directly supporting their living
out of that lifestyle. It’s a hard line to walk but no one expects you to be perfect at it.


