
God is good -- always.

God gives freedom.

God only wants the very best for us.

God can bring good out of anything.

The more we're in the habit of counting our blessings, the more confident we'll be about this
truth.  God is the source of all life and all love, and He chooses to share them with us!

We can only have love if we also have the freedom to reject it. This is true for us as well as for God's
angels, one of whom chose the ultimate rejection and is known to us as the devil.  God never
forces His angels or us to choose His love and goodness.  But He gives us every chance to do so.

God doesn't try to hurt us or trick us; that's the devil's territory.  Since the very beginning, it has
been the devil's determination to separate us from God, and we have foolishly let him.  This is the
source of all evil and suffering in our world.  Sometimes the connection between our actions and
our suffering is easy to see, but sometimes it's not.  The connection can be obscured by time and
distance.  And sometimes we mistake constructive growing pains with pointless suffering.  But
the truth is, if it's bad, it's not from God. 

Although God never wills our suffering, He can make it redemptive.  One clear example is when
our own suffering helps us be sympathetic to someone else.  God is infinitely creative and
infinitely powerful.  It's up to us to look and listen for His perfect guidance, and then to cooperate
with it.    When we do, we and our world are both transformed.

Do these kids' questions sound familiar?  
Ever wonder those things yourself?  
Most of us have.  Although we can never understand 
the mind of God completely, we do know some key things: 

Does God punishpeople?  Is this why wehave Covid-19?
Why doesn'tGod just getrid of thedevil?

Why did God

not get rid of

all diseases?

Our kids
asked...
Several times over the course of the year our clergy
meets with students in both the religious education
program and the school for Q&A sessions.  Turns out,
their questions aren't so different from the
grownups'.

What about
suffering?
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