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PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 

       April 10, 2021 

                                 FINAL 

ATTENDEES:  Michelle Serafin (Chair) Bob Flaherty (Vice Chair), Father Rozman, Father Sahd, Deacon 

Steven Auchey, Rudy Geisler, Gary Scicchitano, Dave Sheranko, Mary Vukelich, Rose Baker, Ginny 

Stack, David Schmidt, Jennifer Erskine, Tony Devlin, Sean Matthews, Terri Rosenstein, Izzy Stence, 

Seminarian Andrew Kappenhagen 

NOT IN ATTENDANCE:  Deacon Jack Paruso, Bill Alward 

NON -VOTING MEMBERS: Andrew Kappenhagen and Current Recording Secretary, Barb Talarico 

GUEST IN ATTENDANCE: Alex Quach 

MEETING MANAGEMENT:  The meeting was held via ZOOM technology and was conducted by 

Michelle Serafin with Mary Vukelich serving as co-host. Minutes were taken via recorded video and 

will be distributed by Diane Maclay.  

CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING PRAYERS/READINGS: Michelle Serafin called the meeting to order at 

9:00 a.m.  The opening reflection “Easter’s Baptismal Rite (from The Little Black Book) was selected 

by Terri Rosenstein and read by Rose Baker. Council members offered their reflections and prayer 

requests for personal intentions. 

ACTION ITEMS FROM MARCH MEETING:  

 Michelle Serafin reviewed the PAC by-laws and the rules that are used to amend the by-

laws.  Michelle commented that the preamble sets the tone for an organization. Following by-law 

procedure, Michelle recommended that the preamble of the PAC by-laws be modified so that it be-

gins with the mission statement of St. Joseph’s Parish. The mission statement of the PAC that was 

proposed at the March meeting would immediately follow.  Michelle Serafin made a motion to ac-

cept the changes to the PAC by-laws with a second from Dave Sheranko.  The motion was unani-

mously approved. 

Action Item: Michelle Serafin will review and update the by-laws. She will also get the signa-

tures for the updated by-laws from those PAC members who will be traveling to Shamokin in 

May and will use other means to get the signatures of those who cannot make the trip. 

Clergy/SLT Updates: 

Father Rozman expressed his happiness with Holy Week and Easter Sunday. The estimated attend-

ance at Easter Sunday Masses was between 1800-2000 people.  Additionally, approximately 450 

people attended the outdoor masses and about 90 people attended the sunrise mass. Although the 

morning weather was a challenge, the plan is to have a sunrise mass again next year.  PAC members 

complimented the spiritual beauty of the Holy Week Services and Easter Sunday Masses and ex-

pressed their gratitude to the priests and music ministry. 



Father Rozman feels that it is time to take a deeper look at evangelization. He has been working with 

Senior Leadership to present a clear, positive definition of evangelization that would be presented to 

our parishioners through a brochure, video or other means of social media.  

Father Rozman and Mary Vukelich are in the initial discussion stages concerning ministry for our 

youth and will have more to share at the June meeting.   

The Monday evening sessions with REP parents have been successful.  Mark Rebuck feels that this 

has been a great time for parents to sit together to ask questions of the clergy and to share, connect 

and learn from each other. A suggestion was made to develop connections for families who are new 

to the parish. 

Suzanne Bruzga has been working diligently with the Baptismal preparation process. The plan is 

moving toward a mentor process which will include the use of videos, determining how the clergy 

can be included in the process and giving the preparation process more of a personal approach.  

Action Item:  It was suggested that it might be valuable to refresh the understanding of the 

mission of the PAC by reviewing the Divine Renovation Book. Father Rozman will review his 

notes and will work on highlighting pertinent information for the June agenda. 

New Business/Follow Up Items 

The mask project was highly successful with masks running out at every mass.  With the receipt of 

donations of $1800, the parish was able to order an additional set of 500 masks. 

Gary Scicchitano relayed Father Martin’s gratitude for our assistance with the sale of Easter eggs. 

Maintenance and repairs to Mother Cabrini church have been very costly and weekly contributions 

are not meeting their needs. Twenty-one of the twenty-five dozen eggs sold out at the 4:00 mass. 

Some parishioners contributed additional money toward their purchase, giving an extra $70 above 

the proceeds from the sale. It was recommended that St. Joseph’s Church could order more eggs 

next year and perhaps consider pre-orders.   

Action Item: This project will be discussed at the January 2022 meeting.  Michelle Serafin 

will make it a calendar item and add it to the bottom of the agenda. 

The service project at Mother Cabrini has changed direction. The contractors are already in the pro-

cess of removing twigs from the cemetery, so the PAC volunteers will replace the flags on the graves 

of veterans.  

Action Item:  Gary Scicchitano will reach out to Father Martin to see if there are any addi-

tional projects that could be done on May 8. Gary will follow up with Rudy Geisler with this 

information and an update will be sent out to PAC members. 

An email was received from a parishioner that was inspired by the book “This Present Paradise”.   A 

request has been made that an intercessory prayer for our priests and deacons be added to Mass. 

Father Rozman pointed out that we already pray for clergy as part of the Eucharistic Prayer. Tony 

Devlin made a motion to proceed with this idea, seconded by Dave Sheranko and approved by the 

council.   

Action Item:  Michelle will contact the parishioner and ask this person to draft a few peti-

tions that could be used in rotation. 

 



Action Item:  Tony Devlin will draft an insert to be included in the bulletin explaining the ra-

tionale for the periodic inclusion of this prayer.  Tony will send it to Dave Schmidt for review. 

 

Five Year Planning Process: 

Council continued their work on the goals for each of the church’s five systems. The system for the 

April meeting was to continue with “evangelization”.  Council discussed and voted on the oppor-

tunity goal.  The remaining goal for evangelization, threat, will be discussed at the June meeting. 

New Business: 

A question was raised if any celebratory events might be in the planning stages for the full opening 

of St. Joseph’s Church.   

Action Item: Rudy Geisler stated that Senior Leadership is currently working with the com-

pany that they use for social media to set up a timeline and will provide information to the 

PAC at the June meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned at: 11:00 A.M.  Father Rozman led the closing prayer. 

Next PAC Meeting Date:  June 12, 2021  

Upcoming Dates: 

o May 8, 2021 – PAC volunteer session at Mother Cabrini Parish 

o May 8, 2021-  PAC volunteers going to Shamokin will sign updated By-Laws. 

Topics to be continued at future meetings: 

o Catechism – This is Our Faith reading (Mary Vukelich) 

o Serving our parishioners without technology 

o West Shore Pastor’s Study: Budgeting for the needs of all. (2.7% catholic school population 

versus receiving 30% of income)  

o Religious Education Program (This topic must be further reviewed in terms of our mission) 

o Faith begins at home. Family activities to pray and ponder. Consider for future. 

o Easter Egg sale partnership action plan with Mother Cabrini Church (January) 

 

Note:  

Parish Advisory Council Meetings will continue via zoom until in-person meetings can resume. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Diane Maclay 

“St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us”. 


