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Opening Hymn • SONG OF MARY  
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Introduction 

My dear brothers and sisters, we have gathered here in joy for the crowning of this statue of 

the blessed Virgin Mary.  This image will remind us of the close ties of Mary to Christ and his 

Church.  First of all, she is Christ’s Mother, the Mother of the visible image of the invisible God.  

But she is also the image and the model of the Church, and she is its exemplar.  In Mary the 

Church joyously contemplates the image of all that the Church itself desires and hopes wholly 

to be.  The Church recognizes in Mary the model of the path and the practice it must follow to 

reach complete union with Christ.  As the Spouse of Christ, the Church raises its eyes to Mary, 

the exemplar it must look to in carrying out the work of the Gospel. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Let us now entrust our world, our country and ourselves once again to the Virgin Mary’s care: 

Most Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, you are the fairest fruit of God’s redeeming love; 

you sing of the Father’s mercy and accompany us with a mother’s love.  In this time of 

pandemic we come to you, our sign of sure hope and comfort.  With the love of a Mother and 

Handmaid, embrace us, our families and our Universal Church.  With the love of a Mother and 

Handmaid, embrace the Diocese of Harrisburg.  With the love of a Mother and Handmaid, 

embrace Saint Joseph Parish.  With the love of a Mother and Handmaid, embrace us as we 

renew our love for you and spend this time with you.  In a special way we commend to you 

those particularly in need of your maternal care.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

ⴕ READINGS FROM SACRED SCRIPTURE 

First Reading • Genesis 3:9-15, 20 

After the man and woman had eaten of the tree, the Lord God called to the man and asked 

him, “Where are you?”  The man answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, 

because I was naked, so I hid myself.”  Then the Lord God asked, “Who told you that you were 

naked?  You have eaten, then, from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!”  The man 

replied, “The woman whom you put here with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I 

ate it.”  The Lord God then asked the woman, “Why did you do such a thing?”  The woman 

answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.” 

 

Then the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you shall be banned from 

all the animals and from all the wild creatures; on your belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you 

eat all the days of your life.  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and hers; her offspring will strike at your head, while you strike at their heel.” 

 

The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all the living. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm • Judith 13:18, 19 

 

 
 

 Blessed are you, daughter by the Most High God, above all the women on earth; and 

blessed be the Lord God, the creator of heaven and earth.  R̷ 

 

 Your deed of hope will never be forgotten by those who tell of the might of God.  R̷ 

 

 

Second Reading • Acts of the Apostles 1:12-14 

Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath 

day’s walk from the city.  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were 

staying.  Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 

and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  They all 

joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

with his brothers. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation • PLEASE STAND 

 

 

 

 Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving of all praise; from you rose the sun of 

justice, Christ our God.  R̷ 
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Gospel • John 19:25-27 

          The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit. 

          A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Cleopas, and Mary of Magdala.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”  Then he said to the 

disciple, “Behold, your mother.”  And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily 

 

Hymn • MY SOUL REJOICES 

 

Rosary: The Glorious Mysteries 

1) The Resurrection 

2) The Ascension 

3) The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

4) The Assumption 

5) The Coronation of Mary 
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Hymn • O SANCTISSIMA 
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ⴕ CROWNING OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

Prayer of Blessing 

Lord God, we acknowledge your infinite glory and the abundance of your gifts.  Before the 

foundation of the world, you appointed Christ the beginning and end of all things.  You chose 

the blessed Virgin Mary as the Mother and companion of your Son, the image and model of 

your Church, the Mother and advocate of us all.  She is the new Eve, through whom you 

restored what the first Eve had lost.  She is the daughter of Zion, who echoed in her heart the 

longings of the patriarchs and the hopes of Israel.  She is the poor and lowly servant, who 

trusted solely in her Lord.  In the fullness of time she was delivered of the Sun of justice, the 

dayspring from on high, your Son, Jesus Christ.  In her flesh she was his Mother, in her person, 

his disciple, in her love, his servant. 

 

Father, may we your children know her protection and trace in our hearts the pattern of her 

holiness.  Bless us with faith and hope, love and humility; bless us with strength in hardship and 

self-respect in poverty; bless us with patience in adversity and kindheartedness in times of 

plenty.  May we search for peace, strive for justice, and realize your love, as we pursue our 

journey through life toward your heavenly city, where the blessed Virgin Mary intercedes as 

Mother and reigns as Queen.   

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn • IMMACULATE MARY 
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Solo Reflection • AVE MARIA (Schubert) 

Ave Maria, gratia plena,  Hail Mary, full of grace, 

Maria, gratia plena,  Mary, full of grace,                                                

Maria, gratia plena,  Mary, full of grace,                                               

Ave, Ave, Dominus,  Hail, Hail, the Lord                                                  

Dominus tecum.  The Lord is with thee.                                                               

Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus,  Blessed art thou among women, and blessed, 

Et benedictus fructus ventris (tui),  Blessed is the fruit of thy womb,   

Ventris tui, Jesus.  Thy womb, Jesus. 

Ave Maria!  Hail Mary! 

 

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,                                               Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Ora pro nobis peccatoribus,                                          Pray for us sinners, 

Ora, ora pro nobis;                                                         Pray, pray for us; 

Ora, ora pro nobis peccatoribus,                                 Pray for us sinners,  

Nunc et in hora mortis,                                                 Now, and at the hour of our death, 

In hora mortis nostrae.                                                 The hour of our death. 

In hora, hora mortis nostrae,                                      The hour, the hour of our death, 

In hora mortis nostrae.                                                The hour of our death. 

Ave Maria!                                                                     Hail Mary! 
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Hymn • HOLY IS HIS NAME 
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Hymn • SING OF MARY 

 

 

 

Solo Reflection • AS I KNEEL BEFORE YOU (Parkinson) 

 

ⴕ CONCLUDING RITE 

Closing Prayer 

Mary, Mother of the Church, you are enthroned as queen at your Son’s right hand: we ask your 

intercession for the needs of our country, that every desire for good may be blessed and 

strengthened, that faith may be revived and nourished, hope sustained and enlightened, 

charity awakened and animated; guide us, we pray, along the path of holiness.  Mary our 

Mother, bring everyone under your protection and entrust everyone to your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Final Blessing 

Through the motherhood of Mary, God in his goodness has chosen to redeem the human race.  

May he enrich you with his blessing.  Amen. 

 

May you always and everywhere experience the protection of Mary, through whom you have 

received the author of life.  Amen. 

 

May you who have come here today out of devotion take away with you the gift of joy in your 

hearts and the rewards of heaven.  Amen. 

 

And may almighty God bless you all, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn • HAIL HOLY QUEEN 
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